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Circular Letter No.4237/Add.15 
16 November 2020 

To: All IMO Members 
Intergovernmental organizations 
Non-governmental organizations in consultative status 

Subject: Communication from the Government of the Democratic Socialist 
Republic of Sri Lanka  

The Government of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka has sent the attached 
communication, dated 16 November 2020, with the request that it be circulated by the 
Organization.  

*** 



 



Odrco or or6a oOee q@loslocEco
(ooeE zlc8zn oCzo@ eac&osc6os)

gu6op(peraraatr ppgub aruu$guoop €ileoto&s
(o:edto& ai:uSElop& cou:a;arb)

Ministry of Porfs and Shipping
(Merchant Shipping Secretariat)

Ood aoacs 'l

My No. |'4SS/DG/7/414
erolA Bo&erb J

Oo6 q"ocs I
Your No. i
e-rogl @otioib J

€ml
Date i16.11.2020
d"d J

His Excellency Kitack Lim

Secretary General

International Maritime Organization

Dear Secretary General

Re: Revised General information adopted by the Government of Sri Lanka in order to extend
and revalidation of certificates of seafarers in the view of ongoing COVID- 19 pandemic

In view of the present uncertainty that have been caused due to ongoing COVID-19 pandemic in the
country and having evaluated the difficulties encountered by the seafarers, recruitment agencies and
ship-owners, the Merchant Shipping Secretariat as the Maritime Administration of Sri Lanka has
implemented attached further steps to extend and revalidate the certificates of seafarers and I
hereby request to communicate with all member states of IMO.

I appreciate your valuable attention and efforts in advance.

Director General of Merchant Shipping
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DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA
M ERCHANT SHIPPING SECRETARIAT
MINISTRY OF PORTS AND SHIPPING

lst Floor, Bristol Buitding, 43-gg, york street, colombo 01, sri Lanka.
Telephone : +9 4(O) Lt243StZ7, Fax : + 94(0) LtZ435t6O, E_ma i I : dEC!1aS@SltrcUk

MSN 0712020 has been revised with effect from 16th November 2020

16th November 2020

Notice to:
AII Seafarers;
Port State Control Authorities;
Ship-Owners, Operators Managers and Masters;
seafarer Recruitment and placement Service providers;
Recognized Organizations; and
AII other Concerned Parties.

The CoVID-19 pandemic has severely affected the conducting of training programmes,
revalidation of certificates of seafarers and ship to shore interactions including crew changes.
As a result, the ship owners, operators and Seafarers recruitment and placement service
providers are seeking protracted validity period of certificates of Sri Lankan seafarers in order
to gain continuing employment opportunities on board ships.
The International Maritime otganization (IMo) has issued circular letter No. 4204lAdd.5/Rev.1
dated on 2'd April 2020, to encourage STCW certificates issuing administrations to take
pragmatic and practical approach regarding the extension of certificates including medical
certificates, and other associated endorsements due to the covlD -1g outbreak. Accordingly,
Merchant Shipping Secretariat (MSS) has taken following further steps to extend the validity
and revalidation of certifi cates of seafarers.
All seafarers are encou(aged to apply for revalidation of their National continuous Discharge
Certificate / Certificate of Competency/ Certificate of Proficiency (CDC/COC/COP) ineluding
certificates required under chapter V and VI of the STCW convention and cooks ,certificates
issued under MLC after completing their online/offline courses, as applicable to their certificate to
be revalidated at the earliest opportunity in accordance with the standard requirements for
revalidation. In which case, the 5-year validity date shall be reckoned from the original expiration
date of the previous certificate.



1. Extension of the validity of seafarers certification.

1'1. All CDCs, COCs, training certificates (i.e., certificates issued under chapter V and VI of the
STCW convention), associated endorsements and cooks' certificates issued by the MSS, that
are expiring between 01 May 2020 and 30 Decemb er 2021(both dates inclusive) *itt U.
extended till 31 December 2021. This applies to all above mentioned certificates of Seafarers
who are both onboard or ashore.

l'2' Certificates of Recognition-COR (Endorsement attesting the recognition of national certificates
of competency) and applications for issuing COR, that are expiring between 01 May 2020 and
30 December 2021(both dates inclusive) will remain valid for a maximum period up to 31
December 2021, or earlier date as provided by a similar extension issued by the competent
authority of the country which issued the certificates of competency.

1'3. There is no application required to be made for the aforementioned extension of certificates.

2. Revalidation of Certificates

2'1' Notwithstanding paragraph 1 above, seafarers who were affected by the suspension and or
unavailability of training and assessment progralrunes, their STCW certificates will be
revalidated w_ithout any requirement of refreshir training and, lor practical assessment of
competence, Online request will be accepted and accordingly, CDCTCOC/COp certificates
will be endorsed for a period of one (1) year from the date o1expiry of the certificate subject
to the following:

2.1.1 Twelve Months of seagoing experience in total
years.; or

during the preceding five

2'l '2 Three Months of seagoing experience in total during the preceding six months
immediately prior to revalidating.

2'2 The tanker CoPs will be revalidated, even if expired, when the seafarer has completed
approved seagoing service, performing the duties appropriate to the tanker certificate heid, for
a period of at least three (3) months in total during the pieceding 5 years.

seafarers applying for revalidation of cops and cocs shall meet
fitness specified in section A-I/9 of the STCW code and shall
certificate.

2'4 In order to veritr the seafarers seagoing experience mentioned in sub paragraph 2.1 above,
mandatory documents required for the p.oceis of revalidation are as follows;

2.4.1 Original COC/CDC/COP certificate(s) to be revalidated.;
2.4.2 Copy of CDC pages showing sea service records.;

2

z.-) the standards of medical
possess a valid medical



lt.

2.4.3 Valid medical certificate issued by approved medical practitioner.;2.4-4 9opy of Passport which includes in/out immigratior, .iurnp, pages; and2.4.5 Deck or Engine watch keeping certificates.
2.4.6 Sea service testimonials.

2'5 Detailed internal process of revalidation of certificates will be notified through a circular.

Medical certificates issued under MLC.

This section is applicable to Sri Lankan seafarers who are sailing onboard vessels.

All medical certificates which have expired or are expiring will be extended for the period
of three (3) months from the date of expiry in accordance with STCW 78 as amended.

Extension referred in sub paragraph i above, may be further extended for another three (3)
months for seafarers who are unable to sign off due to various restrictions of port of calls,
subject to following conditions.

a. Each request will be handled individually. (case by case)

b' Duly completed form of application as prescribed in annexure-l to this notice shall be
submitted to the MSS with a copy of the existing medical certificate.

Issued on 16th November 2020

Director General of Merchant Shipping
Merchant Shipping Secretariat
Ministry of Ports and Shipping
Tel :+94-ll-2435127 t+94-tt-2430305
Fax : +94-11-2435160
E-mail :dmsmos@sltnet.lk
Web : www.dgshipping.gov.lk



ANNEX I

MEDICAL HISTORY _ rtl o be filled Candidate

PERSONAL DETAILS

Name (as in the passport)

DOB : Ill) IMM IYYYY Sex :\AAI,E I FliMl\Ly.
Passport number: Nationality:

Name of the Ship: . ... Deck / Engine / Other (if other speciff)

Type of ship: .. . Trading area:

Date: DD IMM IYYYY

Have you ever had any of the following conditions?

1. / vision disorders
2. Hish Blood
3. Heart / Vascular disease
4. Heart S
5. Varicose veins /
6. Asthma / Bronchitis
7. Blood disorder

9. roid lem
10. Di disorders

12. Skin disorders
13. Allersi
14. Infectious/ ious diseases
15. Hemia
16. Genital disorders

18. disorders
19. Do smoke, use alcohol or
20. Under Operations I
2t. E / Seizers
22. Dizziness / Fainti
23. Loss ofconsciousness
24. iatric disorders



25. Depression
zo. Have you attempted suicide
z t. Loss oI memorv
26. rmoalance srtuatrons
LY. Devere neaoache
30. Ear (Hearing, tinnitus) / Nose / Throat disorde$
31. Restricted mobili8
32. Back or joint injuries / disorders
33. Amputation
34. Fractures / Dislocations

If you have answered "YES,' to any of the q

Masters Recommendation

Signature and Ship Stamp

MEDICAL HISTORY _ 2

35. Has the seafarer ever been hospitalireaffi
36. Has thg seafarer ever been declared rnfrt fo, a
37. Are you aware any medicul probffi

during his stay on board?
38. Do you feel that seafarer is healthy un@

of your designated position / occupation?

If you have answered "YES" to any of

___________




